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1. Receive and File the Community Connections Conference 

Report to the Community.  

 

2. Approve the acceptance of in-kind donations and financial 

contributions from sponsors. Donations were received from the 

following:  

 $5,000 from Allina Health Care Systems (direct contribution to the City).  

 $4,650 from St. Mary’s University Event Center for use of their space (in -kind 

donation). 

 $3,000 from the McKnight Foundation to help cover travel expenses for 

Angela Glover Blackwell (funding provided directly to PolicyLink). McKnight 

Foundation’s support also recognizes the leverage of her visit – meeting with 

over 50 foundation representatives, the Mayors of Minneapolis and St. Paul, a 

meeting with the Met Council, and a meeting with the Equity Now MN 

delegation. 

 

ACTION REQUESTED  



 Gather  neighborhoods on an annual  bas is  to  

discuss broader  neighborhood and c i ty  

goals ,  ob ject ives and oppor tunit ies .  

 

 Al ign neighborhood resources around 

broader  goals  to  af fect  change.  

 

2012 Conference Theme  

 Focused on the One Minneapol is  goal .  

 

 Provided tools  and st rategies  to  increase 

par t ic ipat ion and d ivers i ty  in  neighborhood 

organizat ions.  

 

 Provided a  pos i t ive ,  engaging forum that  

suppor ts  vo lunteers  and br ings in  new 

par tners and par t ic ipants .  

 

  

OVERALL PURPOSE OF 

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 

CONFERENCES  



  430 Participants  

306 (85%) Resided 

in the City of 

Minneapolis  

ATTENDANCE  



 Angela Glover Blackwell ,   
Founder and CEO of PolicyLink . 

  

 Remarks focused on her work 
of Equity as a Superior Growth 
Model.   

 

 Why Place and Race Matter -  
Prior to the conference, al l  
pre-registered par ticipants 
were provided and asked to 
read “Why Place and Race 
Matter”.   

 

 Panel discussion fol lowed 
focusing on how equity issues 
can be addressed on a local 
level .  

KEYNOTE ADDRESS  



 4 City Departments 

Presented workshops 

 

 9 City Departments 

hosted an Information 

Table 

 

 Over 50 City 

employees attended 

the conference 

 

CITY DEPARTMENT 

ENGAGEMENT  



 Multiple communication 

outlets used to connect 

with over 2,000 contacts  

 

 Larger communication 

effort initiated with the 

Communications 

Department 

 

 Additional face to face and 

in person contact by NCR 

staff  

COMMUNICATION AND OUTREACH  



 The Conference 
workshops addressed 
four main topic areas:  

 
 Inclusive Engagement 

Practices 

 

 The Way Forward: Equity-Driven 
Models of Governance 

 

 Multi-Disciplinary Approaches 
to Engagement  

 

 Tools for Environmental 
Sustainability  

 

WORKSHOPS  



Two opportunities 

were created to 

allow for attendees 

to connect, the 

Neighborhood Café 

and the Booth 

Boulevard.  

 

NETWORKING  



 Ci ty ’s  D i rector  of  Ar ts  and Cul ture  

was a  key  staf f  person help ing to  

incorporate  ar ts  and cul ture  into  the 

event .  

 The cul tural  events  not  only  helped 

set  the tone of  the conference,  but  

re inforced the par t ic ipat ion of  a  ver y  

d iverse group of  at tendees and 

community  organizat ions .  

ARTS AND CULTURAL SHOWCASE  



Total Conference Expenditures :  

 $38,674.71 

 

Total Revenue Raised:  

 $14,750.00 

 

Cost  of  Conference to  the Ci ty  of  Minneapol is ’  Ne ighborhood and Community  Re lat ions 
Depar tment:  

 $23,924.71 (Depar tment budget  for  conference was $25,000)  

 

Revenues Raised Include the Fo l lowing:  

 $5,000 from Al l ina Health  Care Systems (di rect  contr ibut ion to the Ci ty)  

 $4,650 from St .  Mary’s  University  Event  Center  for  use of  thei r  space ( in -k ind 
donat ion) .  

 $3,000 from the McKnight  Foundation to help cover t ravel  expenses for  Angela 
Glover  Blackwel l .  Thei r  suppor t  a lso recognizes the leverage of  her  v is i t  –  meet ing 
with  over  50 foundat ion representatives,  the Mayors of  Minneapol is  and St .  Paul ,  a  
meeting with  the Met Counci l ,  and a meeting with  the Equi ty  Now MN delegat ion.  

 $2,100 from 30 organizat ions reserved and paid for  an Information Table .    
 

COST OF CONFERENCE  



Outcomes -  The major  conclus ions f rom 
the conference are :    

 I t  is  possible to get  a l ignment of  
neighborhood work around a broader,  
c i tywide goal .  

 Neighborhoods bel ieve equi ty  is  
possible  and see themselves as having 
a role  in  making equity  happen  

 Neighborhoods showed strong desi re to 
par tner wi th  NCR depar tment and the 
Ci ty  in  achieving the One Minneapol is 
goal .  

 Neighborhoods bel ieve there are  
examples of  equi ty  at  work that  we can 
learn from 

 Neighborhoods want to connect  and 
learn from each other on how to make 
equi ty  a  real i ty  c i tywide.  

 A ci tywide conference has tremendous 
value in  suppor t ing the work of  our 
volunteers and energizing neighborhood 
organizat ions.  

 

 

Next Steps:  

 Share resul ts of  the workshop with  
par t ic ipants.  

 Establ ish a  working group of  One 
Neighborhood workshop 
par t ic ipants to fur ther  define NCR’s  
work .  

 Bui ld upon the engagement of  
diverse community  res idents.  

 Continue and expand the Ci ty ’s  
connect ion with   var ious par tners  
and  neighborhood groups on 
developing and suppor t ing a  
col lect ive community  engagement 
ef for t  focused on e l iminat ing racia l  
d isparit ies.  

 

OUTCOMES & NEXT STEPS 



2012 Conference Theme  
 The theme of the 2012 

conference “Building Better 
Communities through 
Neighborhoods” focused 
on building diversity and 
increasing participation in 
neighborhood 
organizations. 

 The City has a five-year 
vision of realizing the City 
goal of Many People, One 
Minneapolis.  



Conference Overall  



Attendance from 

Neighborhoods  



Outcomes 
Outcomes: 

 The major conclusions from the conference are:   

 It is possible to get alignment of neighborhood work around a 
broader, citywide goal. 

 Neighborhoods believe equity is possible. 

 Neighborhoods showed strong desire to partner with NCR 
department and the City in achieving the One Minneapolis goal. 

 Neighborhoods see themselves as having a role in making equity 
happen 

 Neighborhoods believe there are examples of equity at work that 
we can learn from 

 Neighborhoods want to connect and learn from each other on 
how to make equity a reality citywide. 

 A citywide conference has tremendous value in supporting the 
work of our volunteers and energizing neighborhood organizations. 

 


